Some 80% of Madagascar's unique biodiversity depends on forest ecosystems, yet deforestation on the island continues unchecked. Politicians have influenced trading in about human germline editing is going to have global societal relevance, scientists, ethicists and academies must stop thinking that they can debate these issues in a cosmopolitan haven of ideas.
Openness and transparency are laudable goals for science, but they cannot exist in a bubble. With populist parties doubting expertise on issues from climate change to vaccination, the scientific and policy communities need to recognize that the public's knowledge of science and its attitude to biotechnological innovation cannot be separated from trust in scientific and political institutions. The social and political ground has to stabilize so that we can build a common platform for such debate and decision-making. 
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Units reform harks back to Jefferson
Regarding the new International System of Units definition for the kilogram, the kelvin, the ampere and the mole, you say that the "idea to base all units in relation to constants of nature -being unchanging and belonging to no one country -has been around since the late nineteenth century" (Nature 563, 451-452; 2018 
